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Case 2543 

Corisa germari Fieber, 1848 (currently Arctocorisa germari; Insecta, 
Hemiptera): proposed designation of a neotype 

Antti Jansson 

Zoological Museum, University of Helsinki, P. Rautatiekatu 13, 

SF-00100 Helsinki, Finland 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is to designate a European neotype for the 
waterboatman species Arctocorisa germari . The only supposed syntype remaining is 
from North America and is conspecific with Corisaplanifrons Kirby, 1837 and designa¬ 
tion of this as lectotype would cause nomenclatural confusion. 


1. Fieber (1848, p. 531) described Corisa germari from material listed as ‘Corisa 
irrorata und C. carinata. (Germ, in litt.) Aus Sachsen (Dresden, Hofrath v. 
Reichenbach.) Unalaschka. (Berlin Mus. u. Germar)’. The separate European and 
North American localities indicate that the material undoubtedly included two species. 
Of the European material no specimens are known to exist, but of the North American 
material the Germar collection in the University of L’vov includes one specimen, a 
pinned male with right hand tarsi missing, and a hand-written label indicates the name 
of the species as ‘irrorata m, carinata Sahib, Germari Fieb\ The specimen is conspecific 
with Corixaplanifrons Kirby, 1837 (p. 284) and selecting this specimen as the lectotype 
of Corisa germari Fieber, 1848 would cause the latter name to be a junior objective 
synonym of C. planifrons. Consequently, the European species now well known as 
Arctocorisa germari (Fieber, 1848) would become A. variegata (Wallengren, 1855, 
p. 148) (the next available synonym for A. germari (Fieber) sensu auct.), 

2. The original description of C. germari by Fieber (1848) was not detailed enough by 
modern standards. Therefore, Kirkaldy (1898, p. 249) and Lundblad (1923, p. 67) 
presented long discussions about the identity of the species. Finally Lundblad (1925, 
p. 136) gave a detailed redescription and good drawings. His opinion on the identity of 
A. germari has been followed in all later investigations (a representative list is held by 
the Secretariat). 

3. To stabilize the present use and to avoid future nomenclatural problems the 
following specimen is proposed for designation as the neotype of Corisa germari 
Fieber, 1848: 

Male, glued on card and labelled: ‘(l)cj, (2) 12.10.44, Adolfshiitte, Oberlausitz, Dr. 

Jordan, (3) Arctocorisa germari (Fieber) det. A. Jansson 1985, (4) Neotype Corisa 

germari Fieber, (5) Zool. Mus. Berlin’, deposited in the Zoological Museum, 

Humboldt University, Berlin, DDR. 

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside the type status of any North American 

specimens referred to as Corisa germari Fieber, 1848, and to designate the speci¬ 
men referred to in paragraph 3 above as the neotype of Corisa germari Fieber, 
1848; 
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(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name germari 
Fieber, 1848, as published in the binomen Corisa germari and as interpreted by 
the neotype designated in (1) above. 
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